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DaviD atkinson, DaviD atkinson Lighting Design

The lighting career of David Atkinson, creative director of David Atkinson Lighting 
Design, spans more than 25 years and encompasses a range of projects, including 
heritage sites, museums, retail, hotels and contemporary architectural projects.

Atkinson trained at LAMDA (London Academy of Music and Dramatic Art) and 
his roots are in the theatrical side of the profession, a legacy that is evident in his 
work. After several years in theatre, commercial presentation, music, fashion and 
television, he set up as an independent designer for architectural installations.

“He is an exemplar of the lighting designer who has successfully moved from 
theatrical lighting to architectural lighting,” said the judges. “In this transition he 
has retained the sensitivity and creativity learnt in the theatrical world.”

Atkinson is particularly recognised as an excellent exhibition lighting designer 
and has worked with the V&A, the Natural History Museum and the Royal 
Observatory at Greenwich, among others, and recently collaborated closely with 
Ron Arad for his exhibitions at the Pompidou (2009) and the Barbican (2010).

But his portfolio is much broader than this sector, and recent diverse 
commissions include the Eurostar Business Premier Lounge at St Pancras; 
Christie’s in London, Paris and New York; Romsey Abbey; Penhaligon’s stores in 
London and the UK; as well as the stunning Sky 3D Gallery and other O2 projects.

He was honoured at the 2007 Middle East Lighting Design Awards and received 
two awards in last year’s Lighting Design Awards – Centre of the Cell (Low Carbon) 
and The British Music Experience at the O2 (Lighting for Leisure).

“He produces designs of the highest quality year after year, demonstrating 
creativity, innovation, technical knowledge and attention to detail,” said the judges.
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Arrow is a global provider of products, services and solutions for industrial and commercial users of electronic components 
and computing solutions for businesses. Arrow EMEA has a dedicated lighting team in place that supports lighting application 
designs and any required technical service as well as powerful global logistics support. With the whole application in view, 
Arrow can support every solution for Solid State Lighting product manufacturers. This includes connectors, power supplies, 
thermal management solutions, LEDs and optics from leading lighting and electronics suppliers. 

Exterior lighting of a large private garden in 
North East Essex

Diaghilev and the Golden Age of the Ballets 
Russes exhibition at the V&A, London

The Sky Gallery, located in the main entrance of 
the O2 Arena in London
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