
Sky recently launched the Sky 
Academy Skills Studios - a free 
learning experience for ages 8 to 

18 that links to the Scottish Curriculum for 
Excellence. It is part of Sky Academy, a 
ground breaking set of initiatives that aims 
to help a million young people build skills, 
confidence, and self-belief by 2020. 

Students will be able to create their  
own TV report about a subject they are 
studying at school, using Sky’s state-of- 
the-art technology, including broadcast-
quality cameras, green screens, and  
touch-screen edit tables. 

Since the launch of the first Sky Academy 
Skills Studios in West London in 2012, more 
than 30,000 students have used the facility. 

David Atkinson Lighting Design (DALD) 
was asked to replicate the lighting used 
at the West London studios, with the 
addition of a new ‘immersion room’, where 
students are shown a series of dynamic and 
immersive behind-the-scenes videos, to set 
the context of the report-making activity.  

Sky’s design brief was quite clear; 
the lighting design had to be based on 
energy efficiency, sustainable sources, with 
flexibility, yet maintaining the ‘Wow’ factor 
within the scheme.

The Immersive Room is effectively a white 
box space, with nine high-resolution flat AV 
screens. DALD’s approach to lighting the 
space was to keep it simple, yet dynamic 
and flexible. The lighting is pre-programmed 
against a time code, which is linked in with 
the various demonstration videos.

Creating a focus
Eighteen 1200mm x 600mm RGB LED 
panels are suspended, which create soft 
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of the green screen space, which includes 
soft lights Fresnel key and back lights.  
The studio lighting is critical to the quality 
of the HD camera images, and has been 
balanced accordingly.

Architectural feature lighting includes RGB 
LED strips set into the walls, control desks, 
and floating ceilings above the individual 
interactive edit suites. General task lighting 
to the edit suites comes from recessed LED 
down lights set into suspended panels.

The lighting is pre-programmed for the 
various sequences on to a DMX replay unit, 
which in turn is triggered by the audio-visual 
show control system.

The lighting design helps reinforce the 
Sky Academy Skills Studios making it into 
an exciting immersive experience.

diffused hues of colour over the space, 
including white light, which is used when the 
students first enter the room, as well as for 
classroom-style presentations.

To the perimeter of the space, LED 
battens graze the walls. Each batten is 
powered by 72 calibrated red, green, blue, 
white, and amber LEDs. The incorporation 
of white and amber LEDs allows for good 
colour rendering, and a vast palette from 
soft pastels to saturated hues.

The AV screens are the focal point of the 
space, so RGBA LED strips have been run 
behind them to create a soft halo effect, 
which helps offset the screens, and to create 
additional depth within the space.

From the Immersive Room, the students 
enter the dressing room link space, which 
is lit by suspended LED panels as well as a 
large back-illuminated, make-up mirror.

From the make-up area, the studio space 
comprises four interactive TV studios with 
green screens, a central production space, 
and a dressing room.

The central core production space 
consists of a suspended light box, which 
is backlit by strings of RGB LEDs, DMX 
controlled over several channels. This 

enables the lighting to morph through 
varying hues of colour, linked in with Sky’s 
corporate spectrum colour scheme.

Offset from the central light box, a lighting 
truss supports a series of RGB automated 
fixtures, which are programmed to wash 
the central floor in vibrant contrasting hues 
of colour, which helps add a dramatic, TV 
studio feel to the space. The central TX 
control desk is downlit by small AR111 
LED fixtures, which are sequenced into 
the lighting program to highlight the XT 
operator.

Looking in
The four interactive studios around the 
perimeter of the space are glazed and edge 
lit with RGBA LED strips from the top and 
bottom of the glazing. A printed dot matrix 
on the internal face of the glass enables 
light to wash the glazing in varying hues of 
colour, and creates an opalescent quality, 
which helps mask the initial view into the 
interactive studios. By simply fading out 
the lighting to the glazing, the audience is 
allowed a view into the studios.

Each studio is fully equipped with energy 
efficient LED-based light sources for lighting 
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